
lhs skill and effort of t.lle specific author and was not copied from any ealiler 
work. It would also be necessary ta es!:a!:lilah that tl1e author was a quallfled 
pEiraon for the purpose of the Copyright Act although, because of international 
agreements, anyauihor wno is resident in. domiciled in or a citizen DI' any ofthe 
major industrial countries of the world would be entitled to protection In Sou!h 
Africa. Ona l!l1Jw! sssume that any author would be qualified for Iha! purpose. 
Copyright in respect of th& letter, !f it exists, would extencl for the life of the 
author 151/id for 50 years from the end of the year In whid1 !he author dies. If it 
can be shown that lhe specific form of the letter L was creat$d long ago, 
copyright may not subsist. 

5. · With n;igard to the probability of copyright subsisting in the spffllific letter, the
Courts wo1.Jlcl look at the specific letter and the manner of its creation and
determine whether, in me circumstances, the work Is Of sufficient artistic merit 
to justify oopyright protection. If !he author used an existing font or earfy let!errng 
as a biHis for creating the specific letter and the differences are limited, !he 
coyrts may well flnd !hat there is insufficient merit for O!:/pyright to subsist. 
However, If the specific letter is completely different from anything that mnt 
before and was creatl'ld with considerable skill, copyright may subsist It does 
seam unlikely that a Court 111/0Uld hold that copyright subsist ln Ii\ specific letter 
In a font unless eon111derebl@ skill went inlo its creation. However, without I lilll 
knowledge of the l:iackgrnund, which is clearly not readily available, lt ls riot 
possible to make a cli!iior assessment Normally one would ha110 dowb!s as to 
wnather ccipyright would subsist In a s!ni;i!e letmir of this nature. 

6. Furthermore, if a speoifio al.l!hor was respansiole for creating Ill eomplet.l
alphabst in !he specific font and the creation of the CO!llplele alphabet took
$!.11;,slantlal ekl/1 and el!'Qrt, copyright may subsist in end may be d<1imed in the
complete ialphl!lbet However, even if copyright does subsist in the full alphabet,
this does not mMn that oopying of a single lelti\lr would result in copyright
·infringement In order for there to be copyright infringement, a .'IUbstan!ia! part
al' the work concerned should be appropri=t� The single copying of one letttr
from an alphabet w01Jld probably not meet !hi$ requirement if copyright Is
claimed in tile full alphablfflt ll!S opposed to a slngfe letter. Therefore, even if
copyright is clo11imeci In respect ofthel\Jll 11lph111bet, any person claimlng copyright
Infringement would probably have to prove subsistence and infringement of
copyright in !he specific letter, on the basis mentioned above, to succeed,

7, There 111 nBcessari!y uncertainly in a milter such as this and no guarantees can
be given. In respect of the logo, the $9fesl course Of a,:;tion would be to ask a
calligrapher to draw a le!let"l" ofl:he general type in question In ia circle In order
to create the typ!ll of Impression Iha! you require, It would be preferable for !hill
oamgrapher not to be shown the existing "L' so that there c.irmot Pie any clalm
of copy'ing. Ccpyrlght infringement cannot arise without copying. Even If the
cslllgl'lilpher, without being aw111r@ of the existing "L •, oreates a letter that is vei)i



similar lo the existing one, we would then lle able !o iiihOW !hat /! Wl!il!I cn;1atl:ld 
without copying and, therefore, there could be no copyright infringement. 

S. In accordance with your instructions, this letter will be given to lka P�pageorge
so that he can bring it to the meeting far gemeral discussion.




